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A Comparative Study of Lahd and Shaqq in Hanafi Legal Law

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, Most Merciful, it has been brought to our attention,
after being asked regarding burial by many in the West, a need to expound on the topic for
clarification. Thus, we wrote this short piece with the assistance of Allah as a hope it will benefit

the community.

A lahd is a side-niche carved into the grave wall on the giblah side. The deceased is laid in the
niche, then the opening is sealed (traditionally with unfired bricks/slabs) before backfilling the
pit. A shaqq is a central trench dug along the middle of the grave floor; the body lies in that

trench and is roofed over (planks/slabs, with a coffin, etc.), then the grave is filled.



The Prophet ilsit was buried in a lahd, and Sa‘d b. Abi Waqqas requested the same: “Make a
lahd for me and set bricks over me as was done for the Messenger of Allah.” (Sahth Muslim

966)

However, at his burial they considered both methods: they summoned Aba ‘Ubaydah (who
dug shaqq like the common customs of the people of Makkah) and Abu Talha (who dug
lahd like the customs of the people of Madinah); Allah’s decree was that Abu Talha arrived

and dug a lahd. (Sunan Ibn Majah 1628)

The Makkans customarily used shaqq; the report about sending for Abii “Ubaydah (who “used to
dig like the people of Makkah”) is the key evidence. That indicates many Meccan burials of the
early righteous—e.g., those interred in al-Hajiin were buried by the shaqq method in keeping
with their local practice, especially given sandy soil. (The hadith does not list each individual by

method, but establishes the Meccan norm.)

In the Hanafi madhhab, both are sunnah/ja’iz (valid). Lahd is mustahabb (preferable) when
feasible; shaqq becomes preferable (Awlaa) where lahd is unsafe or not doable (e.g., soft, sandy,
government regulations, or collapsing ground, etc.) and shaqq is disliked to use as a method

where performing lahd is available and able to do.

Al-Fatawa al-Hindiyyah (vol. 1, p. 166):
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“If the earth is firm, then lahd is better; and if the earth is soft, then shaqq is better.”

. Al-Bahr al-R2’iq (vol. 2, p. 207):
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“The lahd is preferable, unless the ground is soft — then the shaqq is preferred because it

prevents the soil from collapsing.”

. Ibn Abidin in Hashiyah ( vol. 2, pg. 235) states
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“And the coffin (tabiut) is to be paid for from the principal (of the estate) if the ground is

soft or moist, even though the use of a coffin in other (types of ground) is disliked according

to the unanimous opinion of the scholars.”

He further states:
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“And by the implication of contrast, the grave should be made as a lahd (side-niche), and
the coffin should be placed inside the lahd — because turning to a shaqq (central trench) is
only done out of fear that the lahd might collapse, as was stated clearly in al-Fath (i.e., Fath
al-Qadir). Therefore, if the coffin is placed within the lahd, the danger of its collapse upon

the deceased is averted.”

The reasonings or wisdoms for this specific and detailed ruling is for preservation & satr al
mayyit, doing our best to follow the prophetic tradition/Sunnah while also preserving the body’s
dignity and preventing harm, odor, animal disturbance, disease, etc. lahd (in firm soil) shields the
body from direct backfill and cave-ins; in soft ground, shaqq with roofing does that better in
soft/wet soil or unstable conditions, and the Prophet’s 5% grave was lahd, hence its preference

in normal conditions.

Some note the Hadith of the prophet, «U_d Gl g Aallyy, (“The lahd is for us and the shaqq is
for others”) Found in Jami‘ al-Tirmidhi no. 1045, Sunan Abi Dawiid no. 3208, and others.
However, this narration was graded as problematic/weak by some due to the link of Abd’ Al
A’laa Al Tha’labi to Ibn Abbas in its chain, Tirmidhi graded it as “Hasan Ghareeb” (Sound but
strange), Al Zayla’i notes the problems in the different narrators of this Hadith and others like it,
namely he flags weak links, (e.g., Abii al-Yagzan ‘Uthman b. “‘Umayr; Abi Janab), Ibn Baz &

Darussalam classify it as “Da’if”, but others such as Suyuti, Ibn Al Sakan, and Al Albani regard



it as Hasan or Sahih (Good or Authentic). A classic Hanafi takhrij digest is in al-Zayla‘T’s Nasb
al-Rayah li-Ahadith al Hidayah, (F1 d-Dafn), which collates the four-Sunan route via ‘Abd
al-A‘la al-Tha‘labi, notes criticism of him (Ibn al-Qattan: the report doesn’t stand because
of him; Ibn al-Mahdi would not narrate from him; described as mudtarib), and still lists

the corroborants.

Regardless, as explained in Tuhfat Al Ahwadhi by Mubarakpuri, Mushkil Al Athar by Al
Tahawi, Al Zayla’i in Al Nasb Al Raayah, and by Al Tayaalisee and others, this Hadith is
not understood as an absolute or exclusive prohibition of the shaqq method, but rather as
an indication of preference (afdaliyyah) — a ta’rif al-afdal, not tahrim al-ghayr. Most if not
all noteworthy Muhaditheen (Scholars of Hadith) treat the text as establishing afdaliyyah
(preference) for lahd, not prohibition of shaqq; they cite the historical practice of both methods

and necessity in soft soil.

Allah knows best,

Students of Al Misbaah Institute

Checked & Approved by

Shaykh Muhammad Islam
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