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A Synopsis of Salah In The Hanafi School
Preface

Prayer is one of the most important pillars of Islam and holds great significance in the lives of
Muslims. It is the act of worship through which Muslims connect with Allah and seek His
guidance and blessings. The importance of prayer is evident from the fact that it is mandatory for
every Muslim to perform it five times a day, regardless of their social status, race or nationality.

However, in order to perform prayer correctly, it is essential for Muslims to learn the Islamic
laws related to it. The knowledge of these laws enables them to fulfill their duty of performing
prayer in the most appropriate manner possible, as prescribed by Allah and His Messenger.

The Hanafi school of thought is one of the four major schools of Islamic jurisprudence, and it has
its own unique perspective on prayer. The Hanafi scholars have compiled extensive literature on
the subject, outlining the various aspects of prayer in great detail. This includes everything from
the prerequisites of prayer to the manner in which it should be performed.

In this writing piece, we will explore the Hanafi perspective on prayer, discussing the importance
of prayer in Islam and the significance of learning the Islamic laws related to it. We will delve
into the various aspects of prayer as prescribed by the Hanafi school, and how they differ from
the views of other schools of Islamic jurisprudence. This piece aims to serve as a comprehensive
guide for Muslims looking to enhance their understanding of prayer, and to perform it in
accordance with the teachings of the Hanafi school.

Invalidators of Salah

In prayer, the underlying cause of invalidation is a lot of activity that does not belong to the
prayer. If one invalidates the Salah, one must redo the prayer, a Prostration of Forgetfulness will
not suffice. They are the following:

1. Speaking in prayer, whether purposefully or forgetfully, invalidates it. An exception here
is forgetfully saying the "assalam" saying during prayer.

2. If the Imam of the prayer recited Qur'aan by reading from a book (not merely reading)

3. Entering another prayer by proscription, i.e. forcefully (one has entered the other prayer)



4. If someone said "there is no god but God" intending it as an answer to someone else, but
not if he intended to make someone aware that he was praying.

5. If someone helps in the reciting of someone other than the Imam of the prayer he is in,
then his prayer becomes invalid.

o If someone helps the Imam remember what he is reciting, it does not invalidate
his prayer, unless the Imam has already gone to another aayah. He should not
hurry in this.

6. If someone sneezed, and someone who was praying said "raHimaka Allah" (bless you),
then the latter's prayer is invalidated.

7. The one who clears his throat, and pronounces letters in doing so, invalidates his prayer
unless he is excused by being unable to prevent it (i.e. naturally or to be able to recite),
just like sneezing or belching.

8. If a person sighed, moaned or cried with letter-sounds in prayer, then it invalidates it
unless it is because of remembering Paradise or Hell (not pain or adversity)

9. More than two consecutive movements

10. The one who eats or drinks in prayer invalidates it, whether it was intentionally or not.

o Exempted here is if you swallowed something that was already in your mouth
before the prayer started and it was less than that of a chick-pea in size.

11. To answer a greeting during prayer invalidates it, if it is by the tongue or by shaking
hands. It is disliked if it is done by giving a sign (such as a nod.)

12. Leaving out a Fard act of prayer invalidates the prayer and it must be repeated,
performing a Sajdah Sahw (The Prostration of Forgetfulness) will not be sufficient in this
case.

o Killing scorpions or any type of snake during prayer is not harmful

References: Figh Al Muyassar, Mukhtasar Al Quduri, Beheshti Zewar

The Conditions (Shurut), Integrals (Fara’id), Necessary/Mandatory (Wajibat), & Sunnah
Acts of Prayer

Shuriit (conditions) of Salah:

These are preconditions of the prayer that must be met in order for the Salah to be valid. They
are the following:

1. Must be pure from hadath (ritual impurity) from the beginning to the end of Salah.

2. Body and clothing must be free from najasah (impurity).

3. Place of salah is pure.

4. Wearing clothing that covers the ‘awrah (private areas).

5. The time of Salah must have entered.

6. Must face the giblah.



7. Having an intention in the heart regarding which Salah he is performing, or if he is joining an
imam.

Fara’id (integrals) of Salah:
These are integrals of prayer which cannot be neglected or missed. They have been prescribed in
the Qur’an and Sunnah, if one misses any of these in the prayer then one must remake the prayer.
A Prostration of Forgetfulness will not suffice in making it up. They are the following:

1. al-Tahrimah (saying the first Allahu Akbar).

2. Qiyam (standing).

3. Qira’ah (reciting the Qur’an, even if it be an ayah).

4. Ruki'.

5. Syjud.

6. Sitting in the last sitting for a time equivalent to the reading of tashahhud

Wajibat (Necessary/Mandatory) Acts of Salah:

These are necessary acts that one must include in the Salah that have been alluded to in the
Qur’an and heavily emphasized and prescribed in the Sunnah. If one misses any of these acts in
the prayer, one must perform a Prostration of Forgetfulness, if one fails to do so, then one must
remake the prayer. They are the following:

1. To recite surah Al-Fatiha in the first two rak’aat of a 3 & 4-unit salah and in all the
rak’aat of witr and nafl prayers.

2. To recite another surah which is either three short verses, or one long verse after reciting
al-Fatiha in the first two rak’aat of a 3 & 4-unit salah and in all rak’aat of witr and nafl
prayers.

3. To recite Al-Fatiha first, and thereafter another surah in order.

4. To do every action which occurs more than once one after the other in order eg. to go for
the second sajdah right after the first sajdah.

5. To perform all acts of salah with moderation and tranquility .

6. To pray tashahhud in the first sitting (after raising one’s head from the second sajdah of
the second rak’ah) and also in the last sitting.

7. To stand for the third rak’ah immediately after one finished reciting tashahhud

8. Praying the Qunut Dua in the witr prayer

9. Saying the Takbir of the Eid prayers

10. For an imam to recite loudly in the prayers of Jum’ah, Eid, Tarawih, the witr of Ramadan,
Fajr and in the first two rak’aat of Maghrib & Isha prayer. One who is praying alone has a
choice of whether he wants to pray these prayers loudly or silently.

11. For an Imam and for the one praying alone (munfarid) to recite silently in the last two
rakaat of Isha salah, last rak’ah of maghrib salah, and in Zuhr and Asr.

12. End the prayer with two salaams.



Sunnah Acts of Salah:

These are aspects of the prayer that have been performed by the Prophet (s.a.w) albeit not as
heavily emphasized as the necessary acts of prayer. It is necessary to differentiate between
Sunnah Muakkada (Established Sunnahs) and Sunnah Ghair Muakkadah (Non-established
Sunnahs) Established Sunnahs are those that have been habitually done by the Prophet (S.A.W),
non-established sunnah’s are those that have not been habitually done. The Hanafi School holds
the opinion that Sunnah Muakkadabh is close to Wajib, thus, leaving off a Sunnah Muakkadah
intentionally in the school is frowned upon and blameworthy, if done habitually then it may be

considered sinful. The one who performs Sunnah Muakkadah is rewarded. However, Sunnah
Ghair Muakkadah if done is rewarded, if abandoned, even if intentional and constant, is not

blameworthy or sinful. The Sunnah Acts are the following:

1.

2.
3.
4

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

18

21.

22.

To stand straight without moving one’s head when saying the first takbir
To raise one’s hands parallel to one’s ears
To face the palms and fingers of one’s hands towards the qiblah

. When raising the hands for takbir, to leave one’s fingers as they are without spreading

them apart or joining them together

For a man to place the right hand over the left hand below one’s navel; by placing the
palm of his right hand over the back of his left hand clasping the wrists with the pinky
finger and thumb ie. forming a ring.

Men should keep their feet four fingers apart

To recite thanaa

To recite tha’awwuz (a’oothubillah) after thanaa

To recite tasmiya at the beginning of every rak’ah before beginning surah al-Fatiha

. To say aameen silently after al-Fatiha
. To recite long surahs (Hujuraat to Burooj) in Fajr and Zuhr, medium length surahs

(Burooj to Bayyinah) in Asr and Isha salah and short surahs (Bayyinah to Naas) in the
Maghrib salah.

To lengthen the first rak’ah of the fardh of Fajr only

To say ‘subhaanarabbiyal ‘adheem’ thrice in ruku

To grasp the knees with the hands in ruku’ spreading the fingers in ruku for men

To keep the legs straight in ruku

For men, to keep their back flat in ruku’, making sure the head leveled with their buttocks
For men, the inner side of their arms to be away from their ribs

. To recite ‘sami’allaahulimanhamidah’ when rising from ruku’
19.
20.

To pause for a while in the upright standing position after the ruku’

To recite ‘Allahummarabbanawalakalhamd’ in the upright standing position before
sajdah or a variation of that

When making sajdah, to place the knees on the surface first, then hands, and then lastly
the face and then lifting these parts in the reverse order when raising from sajdah
Saying takbir when going to and rising from sajdah



23.
24.
25.

26.
27.

28.

29.
30.

31.
32.

33.
34.

Placing the head between the hands in sajdah

Saying ‘SubhaanarabbiyalA’laa’ thrice in sajdah

For men, to keep his stomach away from his thighs, the elbows away from the sides, and
forearms away from the ground.

The two heels to be kept together in sajdah

For men, to spread the left foot and raise the right foot, making the toes face the qiblah.
The hands should be placed on the thighs.

To raise the index finger of the right hand when saying the words ‘laailaaha’ of the
tashahhud and lowering it when saying ‘illallaahu’

To recite durudibrahim after the tashahhud in the final sitting

To follow it by reading a du’a, using words found in the Qur’an or Hadith. The du’a
should not be in the words of common people.

To say salam to the right first and thereafter to the left

When saying salaam, for the imam to make an intention for all the people, angels and the
pious jinn following him. For the one praying behind him, to make an intention for the
imam, together with the people, and for the one praying alone to make an intention for
the angels only.

The salaam of the Imam and those praying behind him should be simultaneously

The late comer in salah should wait for the imam to finish his salaam first, then stand up
to finish the remaining of his salah.

a. As for whether you can pray another dua in Arabic in the last sitting
(gqa’dahakheerah) or not, it is permissible provided that the dua is such a dua that
has been mentioned in the Qur’an or Hadith. One should make dua for himself,
his parents, and other Muslims, this is sunnah. He should say the dua mentioned
in the Qur’an “Rabbanaa aatina fid dunya hasanatawwa fil aakhirati hasanataw
wagqina aadhaaban naar”.

b. He should refrain from making such a du’a that resembles the speech of people
such as “O Allah, marry me with so and so” even if it is done in Arabic, as doing
so can disturb the salah.

References: Figh Al Muyassar, Mukhtasar Al Quduri, Fatawa Al Hindiyyah, Radd Al
Mubhtar, Tuhfat al-Ikhyar bi IThya Sunnat Sayyid al-Abrar

The Detestable Acts (Makruhat) of Prayer

It is important here to differentiate between the types of Makruhat. They are, generally speaking,
of two types:

1.
2.

Makruh Tanzihi
Makruh Tahrimi



Makruh Tanzihi, the first type mentioned here is a dislikable act that is not prohibitively disliked.
Rather, it is an undesirable act and is not considered sinful. Makruh Tahrimi on the other hand is
a prohibitively disliked action that is considered sinful.

The position of most of the later scholars is that if a prayer was performed with something
prohibitively disliked (makruh tahriman), it is (1) necessary (wajib) to repeat within the time of
the specific prayer; and (2) not necessary to repeat after the time—but, rather, it is recommended
to repeat.

This is based on joining between two transmitted positions within the school regarding repeating
such prayers: one, that is necessary (wajib) to repeat them; and the other, that it is recommended
to do so.

The scholars joined between these two positions within the school, balancing the consideration
of caution and avoiding imposing widespread hardship. It is permitted for scholars to join
between two positions within the school (talfiq), as Imam Abd al-Ghani al-Nablusi explained in
his work Khulasat al-Tahqiq fi’l [jtihad wa’l Taqlid wa’l Talfiq.

While Imam Ibn Abidin took the stricter position on this—that such prayers need to be repeated
within the time and after it— other notable scholars agreed with what most of the later scholars

and jurists of the school affirmed, as explained above, the latter position is considered the relied
upon opinion in the school.

References: Haskafi, al-Durr al-Mukhtar; Tahtawi/Shurunbulali, Hashiyat Maraqi al-Falah, Ibn
Nujaym, al-Bahr al-Rafiq; Ibn Abidin, Radd al-Muhtar; al-Mohit al-Burhani, Khulasat al-Tahqiq
fi’1 Ijtihad wa’l Taqlid wa’l Talfiq,

The Makruhat are the following:

. Intentionally leaving out a Tradition of Saldh

. Playing with the garment or a part of one’s body

. Performing Saldh in shabby garments

. Reclining upon something during Saldh

. Turning one’s neck right and left without need

. Performing Saldh facing a person

. Performing Saldh when suppressing with difficulty urine, excrement or flatus
. Performing Saldh on someone else’s land without his )explicit or implicit( permission
. Performing Saléh facing fire or stove in which fire is present

10. Performing Salih in a lowly place like bathroom, toilet

11. Performing Saléh on a road

12. Performing Saldh in a graveyard
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13. Performing Saléh close to Filth

14. Performing Saldh with Filth in small quantity with which Saléh is permissible

15. Performing Saldh in a garment with picture of an animate being

16. Performing Saléh at a place with picture, no matter whether the picture is above his head, in
front of him or behind him

17. Crackling one’s fingers

18. Interlocking one’s fingers

19. Sitting cross-legged without an excusable difficulty

20. Squatting

21. Laying down one’s arms during Prostrations

22. Placing one’s hands upon waists

23. Rolling up one’s sleeves from the arms

24. Performing Saléh only in lower garment like lungi or trousers despite being capable of
wearing

kurta (shirt)

25. Performing Saldh with bare head without any excusable difficulty or expediency

26. Performing Saldh behind a Salédh-row in which there is enough gap for one person

27. Counting Qur'dnic verses or remembrance formulas on fingers

28. Wiping off dust which was not hurting him from one’s forehead during Saldh

29. Restricting oneself to prostration upon forehead only without any excusable difficulty

30. Performing Saldh in the presence of meal while his heart is inclined towards it

31. Fixing a Qur'dnic chapter such that he does not recite any other chapter

32. Repeated recitation of the same chapter in the two Saldh-units of an obligatory Saldh in the
case when he remembers other chapters too

33. Intentionally reciting the chapters against their order in obligatory Saldhs

34. Making the recitation in the second Saldh-unit longer than in the first to an excessive degree
35. Turning one’s fingers or toes away from Saldh-direction during Prostration, etc.

36. Prostration upon one’s turban or upon an animate being’s picture

37. Reciting two Qur'dnic chapters in an obligatory Saldh which are separated by a small chapter,
e.g. reciting Takdthur (chapter 102) in the first Saldh-unit and Humazah (chapter 104) in the
second and leaving out the chapter of Asr (chapter 103) lying between them

38. Not placing the palms upon the knees while Bowing

39. Not placing the palms upon the thighs during Tashahhud-sittings and while sitting between
two

Prostrations

40. Yawning

If yawn overcomes him during Salédh, he should cover his mouth by placing the back of his right
palm over his mouth.

41. Responding to a Saldm-greeting by gesture

42. Catching hold of a louse and killing it



43. Performing Saldh when he has tied his head with a kerchief keeping the center of his head
bare

44. Performing Saldh with braided hair

45. Raising the front or back of his garments during Bowing or Prostration fearing it might get
sullied

by dust

46. Letting a cloth hang down freely, i.e. putting it over his head or shoulder and leaving its sides
free by not tying it together

47. Letting his lungi or trousers hang lower than his ankles

48. Bowing before finishing recitation and completing it while Bowing

49. Standing of an Imdm completely inside the Imdm-niche in a mosque without any excusable
difficulty

50. Standing of Im@m alone without any excusable difficulty on a raised platform higher by a
cubit

or more than the normal ground, or in a depressed place lower by a cubit or more than the normal
ground. But if one more person from amongst the Imdm-followers stands with him in that place,
the Saldh will not be detestable.

51. Shutting one’s eyes without any expediency

52. Raising one’s sight towards the sky

References: Figh Al Muyassar, Mukhtasar Al Quduri
The Virtues of Congregational Prayer

Congregational prayer, also known as Salah or Namaz in Islam, is an integral part of the Islamic
faith. It involves a group of people praying together, led by an Imam, towards the same direction
and at the same time. The virtues and benefits of congregational prayer in Islam are numerous,
and it plays a significant role in the spiritual, social, and emotional well-being of the Muslim
community.

One of the most significant virtues of congregational prayer is that it is a means of showing unity
and brotherhood among Muslims. It is a powerful symbol of the Islamic faith, as it brings people
from different backgrounds and walks of life together, regardless of their social status or
ethnicity, to pray to Allah (SWT) in unison. This helps to foster a sense of unity and mutual
respect among Muslims, promoting a more harmonious and cohesive society.

In addition, congregational prayer is an essential tool for building one's spirituality. It provides a
unique opportunity to connect with Allah (SWT) on a deeper level, as it is an act of worship that
is performed in a group setting. This helps to create a collective energy that elevates the spiritual



experience of the individual, allowing them to better connect with their Creator and feel a sense
of inner peace and tranquility.

Moreover, congregational prayer serves as a reminder of the importance of prayer in Islam. The
Quran mentions prayer as being one of the five pillars of Islam, and it is considered to be the
most important act of worship in the Islamic faith. By performing congregational prayer,
Muslims are reminded of the importance of prayer in their daily lives, and it encourages them to
make prayer a regular part of their routine.

Another significant benefit of congregational prayer is that it provides an opportunity for
Muslims to seek knowledge and learn from one another. During congregational prayers, the
Imam may recite verses from the Quran or deliver a sermon, providing valuable insights and
knowledge to the congregation. This can be especially beneficial for those who may not have
access to Islamic education or may not have the time to study Islam on their own.

Furthermore, congregational prayer can have a positive impact on an individual's mental health.
It provides a sense of belonging and community, which can be especially beneficial for those
who may feel isolated or lonely. Additionally, the collective energy and focus of the
congregation during prayer can help to reduce stress and anxiety, promoting a sense of calm and
well-being.

Some virtues of congregational prayer highlighted in Hadith and The Qur’an are the following:
1. It is twenty seven times the reward

The Prophet 5% informs us in the authentic narration that the obligatory prayer in congregation
is better than an individual prayer by twenty seven times.

403 Gy ik S $Ma (s Ao laadl 350

“The reward of the congregational prayer is twenty seven times greater (than that of the prayer
offered by a person alone).”

Sahih Al Bukhari
Another narration labels it as twenty five times better. Regardless, you get the point, it’s
extremely more virtuous.

2. The Angels will pray for you



In an incredibly amazing narration of the Prophet ils.f, he says that the Angels will continue to
supplicate for the one who remains in his prayer position so as long as he remains in Wudu’.

The Messenger of Allah 2zt said,

“The angels supplicate in favour of one of you so long as he remains in the place where he has
performed Salat (prayer) in a state of Wudu’. They (the angels) say: ‘O Allah! Forgive him, O
Allah! Have mercy on him.”*

Sahih Al Bukhari
3. Some scholars actually say it’s compulsory

After commanding us in the Quran to establish the prayer, Allah specifically says:
OSI Ll a1 528 )l
“Establish prayer, pay alms-tax,1 and bow down with those who bow down.”

Quran 2:43

To “bow down with those who bow down”. Many reputable scholars understood from this verse
that congregational prayer was an obligation on every male Muslim. Although not all scholars
hold this view, rather saying it is a highly preferred Sunnah, it should still be enough to
encourage you to increase your prayers in the Masjid.

4. It is a safeguard from hypocrisy

The Prophet warned us specifically that the hardest prayers upon the hypocrites were the Isha’
and Fajr congregational prayers. Nevertheless he advised us that had they known what was in
them both, in terms of virtues and reward, they would have came to pray them even if they had
to crawl.

The Messenger of Allah A5t said:

““The most burdensome prayers for the hypocrites are the ‘Isha’ prayer and the Fajr prayer. If
only they knew what (reward) there is in them, they would come to them even if they had to
crawl.”

Bukhari & Muslim
5. You get reward of praying the whole night



Speaking of Isha’ and Fajr prayer, the Prophet i informed us that if anyone were to pray Isha’
in congregation, he would be rewarded for praying half the night, and if he were to follow it up
with Fajr in congregation, it would be as though he has prayed the entire night.

Allah’s Messenger said:

“Whoever attends Isha (prayer) in congregation, then he has (the reward as if he had) stood half
of the night. And whoever prays Isha and Fajr in congregation, then he has (the reward as if he
had) spend the entire night standing (in prayer).”

Tirmidhi
6. It forgives your sins and elevates you

The Prophet informed us that one of the ways to have our sins removed and our ranks elevated is
through increasing our footsteps to the Masjid.

Abu Sa’eed Al Khudri heard the Messenger of Allah say:

‘Shall I not tell you of something by means of which Allah expiates for sins and increases good
deeds?’ They said: ‘Yes, O Messenger of Allah.” He said: ‘Performing ablution properly despite
difficulties, increasing the number of steps one takes towards the mosque and waiting for the
next prayer after prayer.’

Sunan Ibn Majah

In conclusion, congregational prayer is a vital aspect of the Islamic faith, with numerous virtues
and benefits for individuals and the community as a whole. It provides a sense of unity and
brotherhood, strengthens one's spirituality, reminds Muslims of the importance of prayer, offers
an opportunity to seek knowledge, and promotes mental and emotional well-being. As such, it is
an essential practice that should be encouraged and upheld within the Muslim community.

For Whom is Congregational Salah Sunnah Mu’akkadah

In the Hanafi School, Congregation is an emphasized Tradition (Sunnah Mu’akkadah), similar in
importance to a compulsory act for people in whom the following prerequisites are present, it is
important to note that there is a difference of opinion on if the congregational prayer is Fard
Kifayah, Sunnah Mu’akkadah, or Wajib. For instance, Al Karkhi, Al Razi, and Tahawi say that it
is Fard Kifayah. Al Kasani, Quduri, and others say that it is a Sunnah Muakkadah. Sahib Al
Fat’h Al Kamal Ibn Al Humaam, Ibn Nujaym, Ibn Abideen, and others say that it is Wajib. All of



the aforementioned opinions emphasizes the importance of Salah in Jama’ah, as the scholars,
even if they differed have either classified it as Fard, Wajib, or Sunnah Mu’akkadah which is
very close to Wajib. Nonetheless, the relied upon opinion of the Hanafi school is that it is Sunnah
Mu’akkadah, but one can hold the opinion that it is Wajib due to the fact that this is also a valid
opinion in the school. The congregational prayer is considered Sunnah Mu’akkadah for the
following:

1. He should be a man. Congregation is not a Tradition for a woman.

2. He should have attained puberty. Congregation is not a Tradition for a child.

3. He should be sane. Congregation is not a Tradition for an insane man.

4. He should be free of excusable difficulties. Congregation is not a Tradition for a man in
excusable

difficulty.

5. He should be free. Congregation is not a Tradition for a slave.

However, if any of the aforementioned excused persons — woman, child, insane person, person
with excusable difficulty and slave — performs Saldh with the congregation, their Saldh will be
valid and they will be rewarded for attending the congregation.

References: Figh Al Muyassar, Mukhtasar Al Quduri, Bada’i Al Sana’i, Umdat Al Qari
Prerequisites of An Imam

The Messenger of Allah (Allah bless him and give him peace) said,

“The one most versed in the Book of Allah should lead. If equal, then the one most
knowledgeable of the Sunna should lead.” [Muslim, Abu Dawud, Tirmidhi, Nasa’i and Ibn Maja,
with the wording being Muslim’s]

It is best that the one more learned in the rulings of prayer lead, then the one whose recitation is
better. This is the proper understanding of ‘most versed in the Book of Allah,’ as the scholars
explain.

It is not obligatory, however, for the more learned to lead, though it is best. In the Hanafi school,
knowledge of the rulings of prayer gives precedence over knowledge of recitation. Shaykh
al-Islam al-Marghinani explained in the Hidaya that knowledge of the rulings of prayer is given
precedence over good recitation because:

a) knowledge is required throughout the actions of prayer, while recitation is but one integral,
and

b) those most-versed in the Qur’an at the time of the Prophet (Allah bless him and give him
peace) were also the most knowledgeable; because this is often not the case in our times, we give
precedence to the more knowledgeable.Imam Shurunbulali reminds us in his Shurunbulaliyya
that, “This is only when there is no set imam (ratib). If there is one, then he is given precedence
over others, even if they are more knowledgeable, as mentioned in al-Bahr.” For validity of an
Imam in Salah, it is a prerequisite that the Imam meets the following:



1. Being a man: A woman cannot be Imédm for men.

2. Being a Muslim: A Disbeliever can never be an Imiam.

3. Having attained puberty: A child cannot be an Imém.

4. Being sane: An insane person cannot be an Iméam.

5. Being capable of reciting the minimum amount of Qur'dnic verses necessary for validity of
Saldh:

If a person who is not as learned becomes the Imdm for knowledgeable people, this Imdm-duty
will be invalid.

6. Should not be devoid of a Saldh prerequisite like Purity, covering of the organs to be hidden.
7. Should be free from excusable difficulties like chronic epistaxis, enuresis or flatus discharge.
8. Should have defect-free tongue: He should be able to pronounce the Arabic letters correctly.
If a person mispronounces ‘rd’ as ‘gain’ or ‘1am’, or ‘sin’ as ‘thd’, he cannot be Imdm when
people who can pronounce the letters correctly are Imdm-followers.

After these conditions, the following qualities are given priority for being an imam respectively:
It is necessary for the imam to have a sound creed, a good knowledge of figh and sufficient
knowledge about issues related to prayer. If there are some people who are equal in terms of the
issues mentioned above, the one who reads the Quran the best or the one who knows more verses
of the Quran by heart is preferred. If they are still equal, the one who avoids harams and has
more taqwa (who fears Allah more) is preferred. If they are still equal, the following order is
taken into consideration: the oldest one, the one whose ethics is the highest, the one who is liked
by people and increases the number of the congregation, the one who comes from a more
honorable and nobler family, and the one with the best voice.

However, if the host (landlord) is among the congregation, he is given priority; if the appointed
imam of that district is present, he is given priority even if he does not have all of the qualities
mentioned above.

The person to lead the prayer has to be very careful about material and spiritual cleaning and be
superior to the congregation in all aspects. It is necessary for the imam to pay attention especially
to wearing clean clothes and socks, to wear nice smells, and to avoid eating things that emit
disturbing smells like onion and garlic.

It is makruh tahrimi for fasiq people and people of bid'ah to become imam. For, they act
heedlessly regarding religious deeds. The prayer performed behind these kinds of people will not
have any rewards and virtues but a person is relieved of the responsibility of prayer. According
to Imam Muhammad and Imam Malik, it is not permissible to follow such people in prayer.



It is makruh for a woman to lead prayers to other women but it is permissible.If a woman leads a
prayer to other women, she needs to stand among them in the middle of the first line, not in front
of them.

The imam needs to avoid the things that will make the congregation hate him. For instance, it is
not appropriate for an imam to lengthen qira'ah or tasbihat. It is regarded as makruh to make the

congregation hate him or the prayer.

It is makruh for the imam to hurry up so much as not to allow the congregation to complete ruku'
and sajdahs in accordance with the sunnah. It is also makruh to lengthen ruku so that someone or

some people will catch up.

It is wajib for the imam to read the verses that are easy for him. He should not read the verses
that he has not memorized well.

References: Figh Al Muyassar, Al Hidayah, Shurunbulaliyah,

Priority of becoming an Imam

These are the listed preferences of the leader of Salah in light of the hanafi school that has been
touched upon in the section before this. These are the more minute preferences that are given
after the basic conditions to become an Imam, they are the following:

1.
2.
3.

10.
I1.

The king and his deputy get the first preference for Imdm-duty.

Strong wind is not an excuse in the day.

Otherwise, the Saldhs of both the Imdm and the Im&dm-follower(s) will be invalid. Nasal
hemorrhage, nosebleed, urinary incontinence, uncontrolled or involuntary discharge of
urine

The duly appointed Imédm of the mosque is to be preferred in that mosque specifically.
The owner of the house, if eligible for Imdm-duty, is to be preferred if the congregation is
held in his house.

If none of the above — king, his deputy, duly appointed Imdm and the house-owner — is
present among the people gathered, then the person to be given first preference for
Imim-duty is:

The one who is most knowledgeable about the rulings of Saldh with respect to its
validity and invalidity

Then, the person who has memorized more of the holy Qur'dn than others, provided he
knows the general rulings of Saldh

Then, the most pious

Then, the most aged

If they are equal in all these criteria, then the person whom the gathered people elect for
Imém-duty will lead them in Saléh.



12. If the people differ in opinion, then the person supported by the majority of gathered
people will be their Imém.
13. If the people make a person other than the one to be preferred for Imdm-duty as their
Imém, then they have done wrong.
After these prerequisites, there are some extremely detailed and minute prerequisites that have
not been mentioned for simplicity’s sake, as they are extremely unlikely to be applicable in our
times.

References: Al Figh Al Muyassar
When is becoming an Imam “Makruh”

Becoming an Imam becomes detestable or Makruh in the following cases:

1. A habitual sinner is made the Imam.

2. A heretic 1s made the Imém.

3. A blind man is made the Imdm. However, if he is the most preferable of the gathered people,
then it is not detestable.

4. An illiterate person is made Imd@m — no matter whether he is from a city or a village — in the
presence of a knowledgeable person.

5. A person whom people dislike due to some fault in him is made the Im&m.

6. Making the Saléh longer than the amount established by Tradition is detestable.

7. A congregation consisting only of women is detestable. But if they perform Saldh in
congregation, then their female Imdm should stand in the middle of the row, not ahead of the
TOW.

8. Attending of congregational Saldh by women in these times is detestable due to prevalence of
evil.

References: Al Figh Al Muyassar
Standing and Maintaining Rows In The Prayer

Saaiduna Ibn Umar Radiallahu Anhu narrates that the Prophet of Allah Sallallahu Alahi Wasalam
said; “Straighten the rows! Align your shoulders with each other’s; fill the gaps and be soft to
your brother’s hand, do not leave an empty space for shaitan within the rows. Whoever joins the
rows, Allah will join him. Whoever, breaks the rows, Allah will break him.” (Sunan Abi Dawud
p.97 v.1)

Saaiduna Numan Bin Bashir Radialahu Anhu reports that the Prophet of Allah Sallallahu Alahi
Wasalam used to straighten his companions rows for the prayer like a straight arrow. One day he
was about to start the prayer when he noticed a man’s chest protruding outside the row and He



Sallallahu Alahi Wasalam said; “Servants of Allah! You either straighten your rows, or Allah
would cause your faces to differ.” (Sahih Muslim)

It is stated that Saaiduna Umar Radiallahu Anhu would designate someone to make sure that the
rows are straightened. The takbir of the prayer would not start unless he was informed that all the
rows were straight. Similarly, Saaiduna Uthman Radiallahu Anhu and Saaiduna Ali Radiallahu
Anhu would instruct people to either move forward or back when checking the rows. (Sunan
Tirmizi p.53 v.1)

From the aforementioned ahadith we can derive the importance of straightening the row and that
the Prophet of Allah Sallallahu Alahi Wasalam would make sure that the rows are straight before
commencing the prayers.

The manner of standing for the follower of the Imam in the prayer, (Mugqtadi) and the ordering of
maintaining the rows of prayer is the following:

1. If there is only one person with the Imdm whether a man or a sentient child, he should
stand on the right of the Imim slightly behind him.

2. If there are two or more men with the Imém, they should stand behind him. Similarly, if a
man and a child are there, they should stand behind the Imém.

3. If men, women, children and eunuchs gather for a congregational Saldh, then men’s row
should be in the front, closest to the Imdm, then children’s, then eunuchs’, then women’s.

4. The most preferable among the gathered men for Imdm-duty should stand in the first row
so that one of them may be made Imém in case an Ablution-invalidator occurs to the
current Iméam.

5. If'there is only one child in the gathering, he should stand in the men's row.

6. If there is more than one child, they will stand in a row behind men’s rows. Men’s row
should not be completed with them.

7. 1If a person comes for congregational Salidh and finds the Imdm bowing, then if there is
space in the row, he should first stand in the row, then say the first Takbir even if he
misses the Saldh-unit. He should not say the first Takbir nor start bowing while behind
the rows.

References: Al Figh Al Muyassar, Tirmidhi, Abu Dawood, Muslim

The Conditions of Iqtida, in order to be a Sound Muqtadi
The following conditions are necessary for the validity of iqtida:

1- A mugqtadi has to intend to perform the prayer and follow the imam at the beginning of the
prayer.



2- The imam has to intend to lead the prayer also for women to enable the women to follow him.
3- The imam has to be in front of the congregation.

4- A person who performs prayers by sitting can lead a prayer to a person who performs prayers
by standing; a person who has tayammum can lead a prayer to a person who has wuduaccording
to Abu Hanifa and Abu Yusuf. However, according to Imam Muhammad it is not valid because
the imam has to be higher than the congregation. A person who sits is lower than a person who
stands and a person who has tayammum is lower than a person who has wudu.

5 -The prayer that the imam and the congregation pray has to be the same prayer. For instance, a
person who wants to perform the afternoon prayer cannot follow the imam who is leading the
noon prayer. A person who is performing a prayer on time cannot follow an imam who is
performing a missed (qada) prayer. Both the imam and the congregation have to perform the
same prayer whether it is a prayer performed on time or a missed prayer.

A musafir (traveler) can follow a muqim (resident) in a prayer and vice versa. However, when a
musafir is the imam, he shortens a four-rak'ah prayer as two rak'ahs. The muqims among the
congregation stand up after the imam salutes and complete their prayers as four rak'ahs. When a
musafir follows a muqim, he performs his prayer fully. It is permissible for a person who wants
to perform a supererogatory (nafilah) prayer to follow an imam who leads a fard prayer. For
instance, if a person who has performed the noon prayer follows an imam who is leading the
noon prayer, his prayer becomes permissible as a supererogatory prayer.

6- When a prayer is performed in the open area, there must not be a gap wide enough for a
stream where a small boat can sail, a road where a car can pass or a space where two rows of
people can stand between lines. If the road is not covered by rows of people, the prayer is not
permissible. If they are in a mosque, it is permissible because the inside of the mosque is
regarded as the same place.

7- Having different madhhabs does not prevent following an imam. It is better for a Muslim to
follow an imam who follows the same madhhab as him but if it is not possible, it is better to
follow an imam belonging to a different madhhab than performing a prayer alone. However, it is
necessary for the imam no to have undergone something that invalidates wudu in the madhhab of
mugqtadi. For instance, if a Hanafi person knows that a Shafii imam has undergone some
bleeding, he cannot follow that imam. For, bleeding does not invalidate wudu according to
Shafiis but it does according to Hanafis. In that case, a Hanafi cannot follow a Shafii imam.
Therefore, those who lead prayers need to act cautiously regarding the issues that are



controversial among madhhabs considering that there may be people belonging to other
madhhabs among the congregation.

8- The place where the imam and the congregation perform a prayer must be regarded as the
same place. Therefore, if there is a high wall between the imam and the congregation and if the
imam cannot be seen and heard by the congregation, it is not permissible to follow the imam.

9- It is makruh to run in order to catch up with the imam.

10- The prayers performed in congregation in the mosque are more virtuous than the prayers
performed in congregation with the family members at home. For, every step take in order to go
to the mosque has a separate reward and virtue. Nevertheless, it is not appropriate to perform all
prayers in the mosque and not to perform any prayers at home. For, children imitate their parents
and are affected by them. The daughter of a mother who is interested in adorning herself spends
most of her time adorning herself. The son of a father who is interested in films and
entertainment behaves in the same way when he grows up. Therefore, parents have to set good
examples for their children; they also have to guide their children related to worship like
performing prayers and fasting. Otherwise, they will be held responsible. The Prophet objects to
homes being places where no prayers and worship are performed through the following hadiths:

“O people! Perform prayers at home. For, the most acceptable prayer except the fard prayers is
the prayer performed at home.” (Bukhari, Adhan 81, I"tisam 3; Muslim, Musafirin 213)

“Perform some of your prayers at home. Do not transform your homes into graves.” (Bukhari,
Salat 52, Tahajjud 37; Muslim, Musafirin 208, 209)

“When a person performs a fard prayer in the mosque, he should perform some part of it (sunnah
prayer) at home. For, Allah creates goodness in his house due to this prayer.”(Muslim, Musafirin
210; Ibn Majah, Iqgamah 186)

In the hadiths above, the Prophet (PBUH) opposes making houses places where prayers are not
performed and no worshiping is performed. This is probably one of the reasons why it is more
virtuous and rewarding to perform sunnah and supererogatory prayers at home.

11- If the sound of the imam is not loud enough for all of the congregation to hear, one person
among the congregation or muezzins repeat the takbirs and salams of the imam loudly.

12- The imam utters the first salutation more loudly than the second one because what announces
that the prayer is over is the first salutation.



13- When the imam salutes, a muqtadi also salutes even if he has not finished reading salawat
and supplications. However, if he has not finished at-Tahiyyat, he does not salute. He completes
at-Tahiyyat and salutes.

14- A person who catches up with the imam in tashahhud and starts reading at-Tahiyyat, does not
stand up if he has not finished reading at-Tahiyyat when the imam stands up. He stands up after
he finishes at-Tahiyyat. However, it is permissible for him to stand up without finishing
at-Tahiyyat.

15- If the imam gets up from ruku and sajdah before the muqtadi reads tasbihat three times, the
mugqtadi needs to get up with the imam.

16- A person who follows the imam needs to perform the rukns after the imam. It is not
permissible to bow down for ruku and sajdah, and to get up from ruku and sajdah before the
imam.

In simple terms, Following an Imdm is valid if the following prerequisites are met:

1. The Imdm-follower should intend to follow the Imém at the time of his first Takbir of
Salih.

2. The Imédm should stand a little ahead of his followers. At least his heels should be ahead
of those of the Imédm-followers.

3. The Imidm’s Saldh should not be of a lower category than that of the Imdm-follower.
Following the Imd@m will not be valid if the Imé@m is performing a supererogatory Saldh
and the Imém- follower an obligatory Saléh. Following him will be valid in the reverse
case, i.e. if the Imé@m is performing an obligatory Saléh and the Imdm-follower a
supererogatory one.

4. The Imdm and the Imdm-follower, if both are performing obligatory Saldh, should be

offering the obligatory Saldh at the same time. If the Imidm is performing Zuhr and the

Imém-follower Asr, then Imédm-following will be invalid. In the reverse case also,

Imé@m-following will be invalid.

There should not be a row of women between the Imdm and male Imam-followers.

There should not be a river wide enough for a boat to sail in it between the Imdm and his

followers.

There should not be a road wide enough for a car or cart to pass through it between Imam
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and

9. his followers.

10. There should not be a barrier between the Imdm and his followers which hides the
Imam’s



11. posture-changes from the followers. However, if there is no confusion for the
Imé@m-followers
a. regarding the Imdm’s posture-changes on account of the followers’ ability to
listen to or view the changes, then following the Imém is valid.
12. Tt is valid for an Imdm-follower with Ablution purity to follow an Imédm with
Tayammum-purity.
13. It is valid for a person who has washed his feet in Ablution to follow an Imdm who has
wiped his feet with wet hands during Ablution.
14. It is valid for a person performing Saldh standing to follow an Imédm performing Saléh in
sitting posture.
15. It is valid for a straight-backed Imém-follower to follow a hunchback.
16. It is valid for a person performing Salidh by gesture to follow an Imdm performing Saldh
likewise by gesture.
17. If the Imém’s Saléh gets invalid due to any reason, the Saldhs of Imdm-followers get
invalid. It will be compulsory for the Imidm to repeat the Saldh. He should announce that
his Saldh was invalid so that the Imdm-followers may also repeat their Saldhs.

References: Al Figh Al Muyassar, Mukhtasar Al Quduri, Radd Al Muhtar

Cases In Which The Mugqtadi Should Follow The Imam and Cases In Which He Should
Not

e If the Imdm stands up for the third Salédh-unit before the Imdm-follower completes his
Tashahhud, then he should not follow his Imidm in standing. Instead he should complete
the Tashahhud, then stand up.

e When the Imidm performs the ending Saldm before the Imdam-follower has completed his
Tashahhud, the Imdm-follower should not follow his Imdm. Instead he should complete
his Tashahhud, and then perform the ending Salam.

e [fthe Imdm performs an extra prostration, the Imdm-follower should not follow him in
the extra prostration.

e [f the Imdm stands up forgetfully after the last sitting, the Imé&m-follower should not
follow him in standing up.

e [fthe Imdm continues with the extra Saldh-unit and performs its prostration, the
Imé@m-follower will then perform the ending Saldm alone.

e If the Imidm stands up after the last Saldh-unit without performing the last sitting, the
Imém-follower should not follow him. He should say aloud Subhinallih (to draw the
Imim’s attention) towards the error and wait for his return to the last sitting.

Due to some excusable difficulty due to forgetfulness or by mistake
If the Im@m performs a prostration of the extra Salédh-unit, the Imdm-follower should
perform the ending Saldm alone.



e [f the Imdm-follower performs the ending Saldm before the Imdm performs the
prostration of the extra Saldh-unit, the Imdm-follower’s obligatory Saldh will become
invalid.

e [f the Imadm raises his head from bowing or prostration before the Imdm-follower is able
to complete saying or Subhina rabbiyal azf m or Subhiina rabbiyal a'li thrice, the
Imé@m-follower should follow his Imém leaving his remembrance incomplete.

It is Detestable for an Imdm-follower to perform the ending Saldm before his Imam.
If the Imdm-follower performs the ending Saldm before the Imdm completes his
Tashahhud, his Saldh will be invalid.

Here we will discuss this topic in more detail:
When the imam skips the following, the congregation does not follow him; they need to do them:

takbirs or ruku and sajdah,
raising the hand up when uttering the opening takbir,
tasbihat in ruku and sajdahs,
reading at-Tahiyyat in tashahhud,
salutations
e takbirs of tashrik.
If the imam sits but stands up by mistake, the congregation does not follow him. They warn him
by uttering Subhanallah or Allahu Akbar.

If the imam forgets some words while reciting a verse, one of the people behind him needs to
remind him. If the imam has read long enough for gira'ah (the amount that is wajb), he needs to
bow down for ruku at once. If he has not read long enough of gira'ah (the amount that is wajb),
he can move to the next verse or a verse that he knows by heart. He should not cause the
congregation to remind him.

It is sunnah for the imam to turn toward the congregation after the prayer.

If a mugqtadi catches up with the imam in the first rak'ah, he salutes with the imam. A person who
follows the imam fully, that is, from the beginning of a prayer to the end without any interruption
is called a mudrik. A person who catches up with the imam when the imam is at ruku utters
takbir while standing and bows down,; if he stays at ruku with the imam long enough to say
Subhanallah once, he is regarded to have joined that rak'ah.

A person who cannot catch up with the imam in the first rak'ah is called a masbugq. A masbuq
follows the imam but in the last sitting, he reads only at-Tahiyyat and keeps silent; he does not
read salawat and supplications. He can read at-Tahiyyat slowly till the imam ends the prayer.



When the imam salutes to the right side, he does not salute and waits for the imam to salute to
the left. After the imam salutes to the left, he stands up and completes the rak'ah(s) he has
missed.

A person who catches up with the imam in the second rak'ah stands up by saying Allahu Akbar
after the salutations of the imam. He reads Subhanaka, al-Fatiha, and an additional chapter or
some verses from the Quran; then, he sits after performing the ruku and sajdahs. He reads
tahiyyat, salawat and other supplications and salutes.

A person who catches up with the imam in the 3rd rak'ah performs two more rak'ahs when he
stands up by reading al-Fatiha, and an additional chapter or some verses from the Quran.

If a person catches up with the imam in the 4th rak'ah, he stands up after the salutation of the
imam and reads “Subhanaka”, “al-Fatiha” and an additional chapter or some verses from the
Quran performing one rak'ah and sits. After reading at-Tahiyyat, he stands up and performs two
more rak'ahs. In the first rak'ah, he reads al-Fatiha and an additional chapter or some verses. In
the second rak'ah, he reads only al-Fatiha. What one should note here is to perform the first and
second rak'ahs in which al-Fatiha and an additional chapter or some verses from the Quran are
read first while praying alone because he has caught up with the imam in the 4th rak'ah in which
only al-Fatiha is read. Two rak'ahs with al-Fatiha and an additional chapter or some verses from
the Quran and one rak'ah with only al-Fatiha remain. Therefore, after the salutation of the imam,
he needs to read al-Fatiha and an additional chapter or some verses from the Quran in the first
two of the remaining three rak'ahs and only al-Fatiha in the last rak'ah.

If a masbuq catches up with the imam in the 3rd rak'ah of the 3-rak'ah prayers like the evening
and witr prayers, he stands up after the imam salutes and performs one rak'ah by reading
al-Fatiha and an additional chapter or some verses from the Quran. Then, he sits down. After
reading at-Tahiyyat, he stands up and performs one rak'ah by reading al-Fatiha and an additional
chapter or some verses from the Quran. Then he sits down and salutes.

If a masbug, that is, a person who has not caught up with the imam in the first rak'ah, forgets and
salutes with the imam does not have to perform sajdah as-sahw (prostration of forgetfulness).
However, if he salutes after the imam salutes, sajdah as-sahw becomes wajib for him. If he
salutes with the imam deliberately, his prayer is invalidated.

After the salutation, the congregation remains where they are until the following sentence is
recited: "Allahumma anta's-salamu wa minka's-salam, tabarakta ya dha'l-jalali wa'l-ikram." (O
Allah, You are the source of peace and from You comes peace, exalted You are, O Lord of
Majesty and Honor.) Then, they stand up and perform the sunnah prayer and supplication in an
appropriate place. It is mustahab to break the row after the fard prayer so that those who come to



the mosque late will not think that the fard prayer is going on. A person who performs alone can
perform fard and sunnah prayers in the same place.

References: Al Figh Al Muyassar, Mukhtasar Al Quduri, Radd Al Muhtar, Al Hidayah
Conclusion

In conclusion, we see that the prayer holds immense significance in Islam and in the Hanafi
school of thought and is considered one of the most important acts of worship in Islam. The
virtues of prayer are numerous and include spiritual purification, strengthening of faith, and
attaining closeness to Allah. The congregational prayer, in particular, holds special importance as
it fosters unity and brotherhood among the Muslim community. The Hanafi school also provides
a comprehensive framework of laws and regulations regarding prayer, emphasizing the
importance of intention, proper purification, and correct prayer timings. Some of these
comprehensive frameworks have been mentioned in this piece. By adhering to these guidelines
and incorporating prayer into our daily lives, we can strive to strengthen our connection with
Allah and attain spiritual fulfillment.
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